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Coronado Theatre Department 
What a year! With very limited opportunities to perform, 8 

Coronado Theatre Department students prepared individual 

events for the Annual Thespian Convention in December 2020 

which was held virtually. Of the 6 events, 4 scored “Excellent” 

and two scored “Superior.”  Because pieces were adjudicated 

by Denver Center for the Performing Arts Teaching Artists, the 

scores reflected real talent and preparation and provided 

actionable feedback.  Senior Meghan Lawson  received 6 

scholarship callbacks, so far, for high-ranking theatre schools 

around the country, including New York Conservatory.  Junior 

Elise Thompson received a Superior Rating and was a Critic’s 

Choice selection: she was one of 7 chosen from over 100 

submissions. Senior Brooklynn Cassens received 

a Superior Rating for her costume design from Cinderella. 

Theatre teacher Erin Ambroz remarks, “Broadway and other 

theatre communities have “gone dark” this year.  In that 

darkness, many performers, technical professionals, and 

theatre goers have felt as though they may never again see 

the light.  In theatre, we gain perspective, we find empathy, 

we travel, we learn, and we challenge ourselves.  I am 

extraordinarily proud of the CTD Advanced Acting students 

for continuing to seek the light during this time.  Many of our 

students feel alone, isolated, misunderstood, or as though 

they have lost their identities as they have engaged in a 

shelter-in-place that has lasted for at least a quarter of their 

high school career, at most the entirety.  It is more important 

than ever that we endeavor to gain perspective and empathy 

and exude kindness at every opportunity. As I fumble through 

the darkness to try to eke out a new theatrical experience, I 

Cinderella, The Musical in 2019 

Colorado All State Jazz Band 
Congratulations are in order for senior Coronado Band 

student, Alex Hollingsworth, who has been selected as the 

only Baritone Saxophone player in the Colorado All State Jazz 

Band. Great accomplishment, especially since they only take 

one! Band director and Principal approval are necessary to 

audition and participate. Students audition online and submit 

their performances with no editing on one or more 

instruments in November to be selected to the All-State Jazz 

Band. Competition is fierce and Alex deserves a round of 

applause for his hard work and 

commitment. The concert is free and 

open to the public, unfortunately the 

2021 event has been cancelled. 

Although not guaranteed, the 

conference is working on inviting a 

world-renowned jazz musician or 

composer to a Zoom-style video 

meeting in place of rehearsals and a 

performance.  

Meghan Lawson             Elise Thompson              Brooklynn Cassens 

choose today to remember Albus Dumbledore’s infinite 

wisdom: ‘Happiness can be found even in the darkest of 

times, when one only remembers to turn on the light.’” 

https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RO9NMr7se8sIhEplhwmUtT6srLKhWe_s/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0RqGj7H2DDA7FkCcbRSIJWWPOjW-o_L/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1J0RqGj7H2DDA7FkCcbRSIJWWPOjW-o_L/view?usp=sharing
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All State Band 
Congratulations are in order for the following Coronado 
students who were selected to the Colorado All State Band: 

• Alexander Hollingsworth—Clarinet (L) 
• Ashton Oaks—Oboe and English Horn (M) 
• Josiah Rice—Clarinet (R)  

Presented by the University of Northern Colorado (UNC) 

School of Music, Colorado Music Educators Association, 

Colorado Bandmasters Association and Colorado High School 

Activities Association the 110-piece symphonic band is open 

to junior and senior students from all schools. Auditions were 

submitted electronically and due in early December. Band 

direction and administrator approval were necessary to 

audition and participate. This is a high honor, as these fine 

musicians worked hard to prepare the very difficult audition 

music and compete against many other excellent musicians 

from across the state. Plans are underway to perform in-

person March 25-27, 2021 at the College of Performing and 

Visual Arts at UNC in Greeley, CO. 

National YoungArts Foundation 
Congratulations to senior Sophie Urban who is the winner of 

a highly prestigious award given 

by the National YoungArts 

Foundation in Classical Music: 

Trumpet. YoungArts applicants 

are between the ages of 15–18 

who demonstrate outstanding 

artistic achievement in the 

visual, literary, or performing 

arts, identifying the most 

accomplished young artists in 

their class. This award will 

provide Sophie with creative 

and professional development 

opportunities throughout her career in trumpet. Applicants 

are judged by an independent panel of highly accomplished 

artists through a rigorous blind adjudication process. Winners 

are eligible to receive financial awards up to $10k, 

fellowships, presentation opportunities at major venues and 

renowned institutions nationwide, and the chance to learn 

from notable artists and mentors. Awards that Sophie earns 

are the result of many years of dedicated trumpet practice on 

her part. Way to go Sophie! 

Rocky Mountain Field Institute  
Congratulations to Elle Gray! Elle's 

photograph has been chosen as a 

finalist for the Rocky Mountain Field 

Institute (RMFI) Nature! Photo 

Contest. All finalists are posted on the 

RMFI website. The public was invited 

to vote for the Grant Prize Winner 

through December 15, 2020. RMFI 

held a silent auction of all finalists’ 

work to benefit their stewardship to 

public lands in Colorado. Judging for the contest took place in 

November 2020 and finalists were selected by a panel of local 

professional photographers and artists. Elle’s piece was 

displayed at Mountain Chalet during the month of December. 

https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.d11.org/Coronado


Good News 
Coronado High School 
Home of the Cougars  December 2020 

Orchestra 
Coronado orchestra students, along with Palmer, Doherty 

and Mitchell recorded the first ever District 11 Virtual 

Orchestra Concert video broadcast in December 2020 on 

Channel 16. Many moving parts went into making this a 

reality.  

We are amazed what our students were able to accomplish, 

virtually on their own!  Orchestra was never meant to be 

played as a solo, and yet that is exactly what each of these 

students did. These students have truly persevered through 

this challenging time in which we are living. 

In August of 2020, orchestra teachers from Colorado Springs 

School District 11 met to strategize for the coming school year 

of hybrid and online instruction regarding string orchestra 

classes and curriculum.  It was decided to attempt a district-

wide collaborative “VIRTUAL ORCHESTRA” experience for the 

high school string orchestra students during the fall 

semester.  Two pieces were chosen for both Chamber and 

Symphonic orchestra classes.   

During the first quarter of the year students were taught 

these pieces, using in person and online instruction and 

rehearsal, including use of the SmartMusic © music education 

software platform provided by D11.  In addition, musicians 

from the CHAMBER ORCHESTRA OF THE SPRINGS were 

enlisted to make instructional videos for the students for each 

part of each piece chosen.  

As a summative project, students were assigned to make 

individual videos of themselves playing their parts to these 

pieces.  Guide tracks were produced with uniform metro-

nome overlays to ensure that each student’s video could be 

synchronized with the other student videos.  Students used 

headphones to listen to these guide tracks while they played 

along and recorded their individual videos.  Each student then 

submitted their videos to their teachers.  The audio was 

edited and aligned to produce a full string orchestra audio 

mixdown track of the students’ performances.  Then each 

student video was edited and aligned with the full string 

orchestra audio track.  Voila! Four Virtual Orchestra videos in 

which students are seen playing together in separate 

windows along with the audio from the full string orchestra 

mixdown track.  

In total, more than 100 high school string students from 

across Colorado Springs School District 11 submitted over 177 

videos! Our special thanks go out to the professional 

musicians of the CHAMBER ORCHESTRA OF THE SPRINGS for 

their help in providing training videos for the students, to the 

D11 media production team for providing airtime for our 

students, the teachers at each of the four high schools for 

their time spent learning to teach orchestra in a whole new 

way, to Coronado’s orchestra teacher Paul Jacobson for his 

tireless work to produce the quality videos, and to our 

students – for choosing to be victors and not victims, for 

never giving up, and always striving for excellence.  The full 

concert may be found on the Coronado Orchestra webpage: 

https://pauljacobson0.wixsite.com/chsorch 

Coronado Football 
Congratulations to the I-25 All-

Conference selections for 2020. 

Special Honors go to Mason Micci 

voted Offensive MVP and Monte 

Gutowski as Coach of the Year. The 

team’s 4-2 record speaks volumes of 

the training, determination, 

perseverance, and heart Gutowski 

instills in his players. Great season 

Cougars! See the next page for all awards. 

https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://pauljacobson0.wixsite.com/chsorch
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Football (continued) 

1st Team All-Conference 

Mason Micci—Running Back 

Eric San Souci—Offensive Line 

Noah Garcia—Offensive Line 

Nick Sells—Linebacker 

Kris Walters—Cornerback 

Ross Woods—Safety 

2nd Team All-Conference 

Eli Border—Outside Linebaacker 

Jeff Gilliam—Linebacker 

Jaiden Yoney—Defensive End 

Sebastian Guerrero—Defensive End 

Henry Thompson—Kicker 

Honorable Mention 

Jayden Rempel—Quarterback 

Rhett McCarthy—Linebacker 

Idin Ocampo—Wide Receiver 

John Bamke—Cornerback 

https://www.d11.org/Coronado
https://www.d11.org/Coronado

